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The foundation of Mithila and it being the cultural centre 
of India is mentioned in the Vedic literature. This is why, there 
has been a consensus amongst the Indologists that Mithila was 
a main centre of Vedic, i.e., Sanatana religion and the effect of 
Buddhism and Jainism was negligible here. In recent years, 
several archaeological evidence, sculptures of Buddha and 
contemporaneous remains have been found in large numbers, 
which nullifies the earlier beliefs of the Indologists. Seeing all 
these, the interest to do a research on this topic increases. In 
this article, an attempt has been made to do a thorough study 
on the Buddhist texts (Pali text) on the basis of Buddhist 
remains. In these texts, several sites have been mentioned 
where evidence of Mahatma Buddha’s visits and preaching 
monks have been found. An attempt to recognize those sites 
at present and to underline the present archaeological sites from 
Buddhist point of view has been made in this article. 

Mithila is known today as a cultural region. One can easily 
trace its existence right from ancient days. The scriptures of 
the earliest times describe its cultural merits in unmistakable 
terms. The region enjoyed political autonomy to a great extent 
until the beginning of the colonial rule. Geographically lying 
between 25°28 and 26°52 N latitude and 84°56' and 86°46' E 
longitude, it is bounded on the north by the Himalaya and on 
the south, west and east by the riverine triangle of the Ganga, 
Gandaka and Kosi respectively, about 400 km in length and 
160 km in breadth, 1s physically a flat country in its contours, 
with an elevation of 60.96 metres and hardly any undulations 
anywhere except for the Sumeshwar and Dun hills at the 
extreme north with elevations varying between 60.96 metre 
and 879.0432 metres above the sea level. It comprises thé 
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Belgium, a half times bigger than 
half the size of England, Mithila appears, 
over it, a vast green spot nestling at the foot of the Himalayas, 
irdled with sparkling serpentine thrills of the Gandak, Ganga 
and Kosi. é 
At the time of th as capital of Videha 
country. Videha formed one of t j rtant principalities 
ofthe Vajjian confideracy. The kingdom bordered on the Ganges, 
had on one side Magadha and on the other Videha.’ According 
to the Mahagovinda Sutta? , King Renu, with the help of 
Mahagovinda J otipala, founded the Videha kingdom (Mithila). 
In the Gandhara Jataka’ , | f Videha is said to 
have been three hun in extent, with sixteen 
thousand villages, well-filled storehouses and sixteen thousand 
dancing girls. Videha was 8 great trade centre; and it is 
mentioned’ that merchants arrived from Savatthi to sell their 
in in Videha. In earlier times Videha was evidently a 
scare its best known kings being Mahajanaka and Nimi, 
fe Re e Buddha’s time it was a republic part of the Vajjian 
Ds ‘ees ane commentaries’ state that Videha was colonized 
Mandhata ares who were brought from Pubbavideha by king 
Nhir four तळ a पन also the capital of Makhadeva* and 
kings are me hp of his descendants, and of various other 
frequently wa ione in the Jatakas.’ The size of the city is 
hasan aka Jata] geven leagues in circumference, and the 
१ road leadi ātaka aR a description of it. There Was 
. ‘agues,10 ng from Campa to Mithila, a distance of sixty 
| ah 
| Mithilan Te were four market towns at the four gates 0f 
Budd ५ each being known by t -> T 
| ha is menti y the name of Yavamajjhaka. The 
ioned as having stayed in Mithila and having 
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preached there according to the Makhadeva Sutta and 
Brahmiyu Sutta.” It was also in Mithila that Theri Vasatthiu 
first met the Buddha and entered the order, after having heard 
him preach. After the Buddha’s death, the Videhas of Mithilg 
claimed a part of his relics and obtained their share. 15 
Padumuttara Buddha preached his first sermon to his cousing 
Devala and Sujata, in the park of Mithila,’ and later to king 
Ananda and his retinue in the same spot.” The city of Mithila 
has been identified with the modern Janakapura, a small town 
within the Nepal border, but without the sufficient 
archaeological evidences this theory is unacceptable. It may be 
identified with modern Balirajgarh, an important archaeological 
site, in Madhubani district. According to literary sources 
Buddha himself had visited so many places in this area. A short 
note on these Buddhist sites are given below:- 

Anguttarapa- It has been identified with the districts 
of Saharsa, Supaul, Madhepura and Khagaria. The Buddha 
attained Arhantship within a period of seven days, and later 
on after forming a separate Buddhist assembly, began to sojourn 
within the limits of Anguttarapa.” 

Ambagama- This village was situated near Vaisali 
between Bhandagama and Bhoganagara, on the road from 
Vaisali to Kusinara. It was visited by the Buddha on his last 
tour,” 

Ambapalivana- It was planted with mangoes and was 
so called because it belonged to Ambapali. It was in Vaisali 
and was given to the Buddha by Ambapali during his last visit 
that town, at the conclusion of the meal to which she had invited 
him.”! Both the Buddha and the monks seem to have stayed 
there previously during their visits to Vaigali.”* According (0 
the Samyutta Nikaya?, a conversation took place betwee? 
Anuruddha and Sariputta during a stay in Ambapalivana. 

Apana- It was a guild in Anguttarapa, Apana may be 
pa gd within the boundary of the villages of Bangaon and 
Ka on ee district. Pottaliya, a vanaprasthi, eee 
at Mn eing addressed as a householder by the pu जं 
st Apana. Later on he was impressed by the Buddha and to 

is Sangha.* From Apana the Buddha went to 
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Kusinara.” It was here that Sela, a learned Brahmana of the 
jocality, along with his three hundred pupils, was converted 
into Buddhist 4 

Bahuputtaka Cetiya— It was situated near Vaisali.”’ 
The Buddha said to have stayed there. According to the 
commentaries,” there was a many-branched Nyagrodha tree 
where people prayed for sons to seek the favours of the deva of 
the tree. 

Beluva- It was just outside the gates of Vaisali and was 
to the south of this city. Beluva was a small village and when 
the Buddha was there, the monks stayed in Vaigali. The Buddha 
spent his last years at Beluva.*! 

Bhandagama- This village was near Vaisali. The 
Buddha visited it during his last tour and while staying there 
he talked to the monks on four conditions which lead to Nibbana 
righteousness, earnest thought, wisdom and freedom.” 

Bhogagamanagara- This village was situated between ( 
Pava and Vaisali where the Buddha stayed on his last journey, 
in the Ananda-Cetiya and where he preached a sermon on the 
four Mahapadesa.* 

Capala-Cetiya- This vihdra was situated in the outskirts 
of Vaiśālī. The Anguttara commentary" states that during 
the first twenty years of the Buddha’s monastic life, he 
sometimes, dwelt in Capala-Cetiya. It was once the residence 
of the Yakkha Capala, but, later, a vihara was eracted on the 
site for the use of the Buddha.” 

Gaggaligama- It was a village situated on the bank of 
the Ganga,** this is not identified yet. 

Gilanasala — It was a sick ward in the Kutagarasala of 
Vaisali: The Buddha preached Gilana Sutta to an ill monk 

ere 37 

Gokulanka Vihara- This monastery was built by 
“Owherds for Dhaniya and his wife after their ordination. The 
sidence of Dhaniya was on the bank of the river Mahī in 

1011, According to Buddhaghosa, it existed even in his day.” 
to Va; Gosingasala-vana — On his onward journey from Natika 
ali, Buddha sojourned at Gosingasala Vana. 
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A _ Gotamaka-Cetiya -It was situated near and to th 

of Vai§ali.* The shrine was pre-Buddhist and dedicated + 
Yakkha named Gotamaka. A vihara was later on built on as 
| spot for the Buddha and his monks.*! The Gotamaka Sutta ee 
| preached in the Gotamaka-Cetiya.” 5 
| Hatthigama - This village was situated on the road from 

Vaisali to Bhoganagara. The Buddha stayed there and wag 

visited by Ugga. On his last journey he took rest in the village 
| Jambugama- The name may suggest that there were 
| many trees of blackberry here. Further north-west to 
Ambagama lay Jambugama which was visited by the Buddha 
in the last year of his life.” 

Kalandaka- It was near Vaisali. It was the birth place 
— Sudinna.* who is called Kalandakaputta on account of his 
native village and not of his father.” The Sudinna became a 
monk, who, after being ordained, returned to his former wife 
and had relations with her, thus becoming guilty of the first 
Parajika offence." 

Kapinacchana- Kapinacchana may have been a name 
for the cemetery near Vaisali where Kappitaka lived? It was a 
locality near Vaishali where lived the Thera Kappitaka, teacher 
of Upali. It was so called because monkey and men used to 
dance there.*! 

Kapinahya Cetiya- A Chetiya of.this name is said to 
have existed at Vaisali at that time.52 

Kotigama- Kotigama was a village in Mithila.” During | 
his last tour, the Buddha crossed the river at Pataligama, went | 
on to Kotigama, and remained in that village preaching the 
monks. This village was one gavuta or 5.12064 km distant from | 
the Ganges.” It may have been near Hajipur. Some of the | 
scholars have identified it with Chechar (Vaishali). 

4६ tne — The Kutagarasala was on the banks 5 | 
Vale Tn 32 haa radaking) in the Mahavana si | 
the 106६५ ९ Duddha stayed there on several occasions, and 1 | 

are found records of various eminent person who | 


visited him there and of his conversations which are mentioned 
in the Majhhima Nikaya.5 
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Makhadeva Ambavana- It was a mango-grove in 
Mithila where Makhadeva liyed in meditation after retiring 
from household life.” This grove ezisted in the time of the 
Budhha and during his stay there with Ananda, he preached 
the Makhadeva Sutta.” Buddhaghosa explains® that the 
garden was originally planned by Makhadeva, and that other 
kings, from time to time, replaced trees which became dry. 

Markatahrada Cetiya- A Cetiya was situated on the 
bank of the famous monkey tank. This might refer to the 
Katagarasala about which the Divyavadanas! expressly states 
that the Kutagarasala was situated on the bank of the monkey 
‘tank at Vaisali. 

Mithiluyyana- It was a park in Mithila where: 
Padumuttara Buddha preached his first sermon .62 

Nagavana - Nagavana was near Hatthigama. It was 
there that Uggagahapati first met the Buddha and was 
converted in to the Buddhism. 

Natika- Natika or Nadika was situated on the highway 
between Kotigama and Vaisali. The Buddha first went their in 
the course of one of his tours, and the inhabitants, being greatly 
attracted by him, built a residence of brick for him, the 
Gifijakavasatha, which, in course of time bacame a great 
Vihara. This village may be identified with the present Lalganj 
in Vaishali district. 

Pabbatarattha- In the centre of Videha was 
Pabbatarattha, which was the city Dhammakonda, the 
residence of Dhaniya.® 

Pubbajira- The village was in the land of Vajjis® or 
Mithila which was the constant dwelling place of Channa. The 
People there were blamed for his suicide. 

Saptamraka Chetiya — It was situated in the west of 
Vaisali 67 It was originally dedicated to some deity, but after 
the Buddha’s visit to Vaisali, it became a place of residence for 
= Possibly there were seven mango trees lending their name 
to the shrine, 
th Sarandada Cetiya- Once, a number of Licchavis visited 
thi Buddha at the Sarandada Cetiya, and he told them seven 
"88 which would ensure their welfare and prevent them from 
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failing: frequent assemblies, concord, honouring of tradition and 
convention, respect for elders, courtesy towards woman, homage 
paid to places of worship and protection of holy men in the; 
midst. 

Udena Cetiya- It was situated in the east of Vaisali 70 
and was considered one of the beautiful spots of that town,” In 
the Buddha’s time a Vihara had been erected on the spot where 
this shrine stood and this Vihara had previously been dedicated 
to the Yakkha Udena.” 

Ukkacela- This village was near Vaigali, on the road 
from Rajagrha to Vaisali.? Once while Sariputta was staying 
there, the Paribhajaka Samandaka visited him and talked to 
him about Nibbana.” After the death of Sariputta and 
Moggallang within a fortnight of each other, the Buddha came 
to Ukkacela on his way to Vaigali and at a gathering of the 
monks, highly praised the two chief disciples and spoke of the 
loss the order had sustained by their death, 7 The 
Culagapalaka Sutta was also preached at the village. It has 
been identified with the present Hajipur.” Ruins of the famous 
stupa built by Asoka have been located in the Ramchaura 
locality of Hajipur town. | 

Vaisali- The early Buddhist texts refer Vaisali as the 
capital of the powerful kingdom of the Licchavis. The Buddha 
visited Vaishali thrice in the course of his wandering and 
obtained considerable following for his doctrines there. The 
excavations have unearthed pre-christian stupa at Vaishali, 
which is believed by the excavator to be relic stiipa of Buddha. 
Modern Basarh, a village in Vaishali district, have been 
identified with ancient Vaiggli by most of the scholars. 

Valikarama- It was a monastery in Vaisali where the 
question of the ten point raised by the Vajjiputta monks war 
settled. It was also the dwelling place of Upali, Dāsaka 8 
teacher.” 

Yavamajjhika- The village was situated in Mithila. It 
was the residence of Amaradevi, wife of Mahosadha. One Jataka 


says there were villages of this name on the four sides 0 
Mithila.®° 
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Akaur- This village is situated AN 
म. und t ] 
Madhubani district. An ; नेत? bang avti block in 
preserved in a personal 


of north eastern railway. It lies between 26°22' N and 86°20' E 
in Madhubani district. This place was a famous tirtha for the 
Buddhists, Jainas and 8811591138. Different kinds of antiquities 
have been found in th 


is village. An image of Buddha without 
head and the upper part of a broken image of a camaragrahini 
Yaksi have been found here. (Fig. 27A and 27B) Sculptures of 


Surya, Visnu and other deities have been found here, recently. 
An image of Visnu with the inscription of Sridharadasa was 
found here at Kamaladitya sthana (26°28' N 86°20' E).32 

A rare image of Tara (Fig. 11) was discovered on 11th 
February 2016 from a dried pond named Sarakhara Pokhara 
by a JCB machine while digging. The size of the image is 
27"x20". An inscription of three line is inscribed on the pedestal 
of Goddess Tara. The size of inscription is 7"x15". The 
inscription is written by Sridharadasa in Mithilaksara during 

1-12th century. Sridhara was a minister of Nanyadeva, founder 

ofKarnata dynasty of Mithila. According to Pt. Bhavanath Jha 
the inscription is Mahayanamantra of Buddhists — 3 

“1.0m ye dharmma hetuprabhavā hetum tesam 
lathagatohyavadat-tesam ca yo 

2.nirodha evam vadi mahasramanah || deyadharmmoyam 
Pravaramaha- 


3.yana++[prakalrah prava+[rttalnapurarajye sudha- 
are bhagavate dattah . 
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The image is made up of black stone. Buddhist deity Tara 
is sitting in lalitasana and her right hand is in varada mudra 
on the right knee. The image is very beautiful and is decorateg 
with ornaments. An image of Lord Buddha in bhiimisparéq 
mudra is on the top right hand corner. Some other images are 
also seen in right hand side of the Goddess. This image holds a 

major importance for further research on history of Mithila. 
An image of headless Buddha made of metal has been found 
here previously which was gifted by Late Pt. Sahadev Jha to 
the Vachaspati museum, Andhra-tharhi. An inscribed broken 
image of Visnu, Kamaladitya (Visnu) and broken image of Sūrya 
are preserved in Kamaladitya temple. This inscription was also 
written by Sridhara in Mithilaksara. A year ago, images of 
Visnu and Surya, dated 11th-12th century AD., has been found 
in the Sarakhara pokhara.® : 

Asurgarh- This ruined fort is situated under Madhepur 
block in Madhubani about 65 km southeast from the district 
town, lies between 26°10' N latitude and 80°30' S longitude. 
The area of the fort is about 50 acres on the western bank of 
Tiljuga river near Gadhagaon. The bricks of the fort is similar 
to the bricks of Balirajgarh, Rajagir and other ruins of the 
Buddhist origin. 

Balia- Balia is situated 20 km east from Begusarai town. 
Two images of the Buddha, one in bhimisparsa mudra and 
another in padmasana have been found here. The first image 
is of 30 cm height and 22.2 cm width and is inscribed in Pala 
Brahmi script as “Ye dhamma hetuprabhavé etc..” The image 
is made up of black stone. The second image is also made up ° 
black stone and three lines are inscribed in it. The size of imag? 
ai 29.5cmx20cm. Upper part of the image is broken.” 

; Balirajgarh- This site is situated under Babubarhi block 

इक adhubani district and lies between 262792" N am 

The area is fae र ` 7 spin THAN gi REPO pmen ae 

Fine वा. ; 5 acres and is situated 30 Km ae cs 

excavations, anti According bo 1१९: Pep one On 
’ antiquities of an ancient city are found here. 
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| the basis of the antiquities, historians say that this was the 
| capital of Videba or Mithila in Janaka’s time and the Buddhist 
| age also. 

Baratpur— This village is situated in Saharsa district 
and lies between 25°43' N and 86045. A Bauddha Math was 
established by the Pala king here. An image of Budhesh called 
Budhaiswami has been found here, According to P.C. Rai 
Chaudhary ’ there were two Bauddha stiipas in Baratpur.” 

wapi This site 18 situated under Singhiya block in 
Samastipur kosis Here an image of Goddess Tara in black 
stone is kept in a temple.’ 

S Barijan— This site is situated under Kochadhaman P.S. 
in shangan) district and lies between 26°12' N latitude and 
87050 E longitude. An image of Sarya in black stone was found 
at Barijan village in 1962. The weight of the image is 70 kg. 
and is kept under a large Pipala tree. There are mounds and 
ruins of ancient buildings also here.” 

Barijangarh- The fort of Barijana is situated under | 
Bahadurganj P.S. in Purnia district. A stupa and sculptures 
have been found here.” 

Bazidpur Saidad- This site is situated 22km. to the south 
east of Hajipur and lies between 2503645" N and 85029 E. 
There is a circular mound, locally known as Ananda Stipa. A 
terracotta image of Buddha in dhyanamudra on double lotus 
pedestal is kept in the middle school situated on the mound. 

Bedi- This site is situated about 1 Km. from Pipra Chawk, 
near Chakiya in East Champaran district. This is a 10 meter 

high structural mound and apparently a stiipa site.” 

Belaunti— This site is situated in Saharsa district. A 
Bauddha Matha was established here by Pala King.” | 

Belogarh- This site is situated in Saharsa district. A 
Bauddha Matha was established here by Pala King.” ; 

Bharulli — This site is situated under Singhwara P.S. in 
Darbhanga district. An image of Buddha in black stone has 
een found here, but now unavailable. ” os 

Bideshwar- An image of Buddha (Fig. 28) in the 
; Umisparsamudra on Kamalasana has been eee Pan 
the village Bideshwar (26.1347 N 86.1320 E) in the Madhubani 
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able. It is datable to the 12th centuries 
d Visnu have been also found here, It 
was a piligrimage for both the Buddhists and Sanatanas. 


Bihat- A small black stone image found in village Bihat 
(near Teghara Railway Station in Begusarai district) represent 
the Buddhist art of the post Gupta period.” 

Birpur- A very fine image of standing Buddha with image 
of Buddha on all sides in various mudras has been found here, 
There is an inscription at the pedestal of the image. It is a 
famous Buddhist mantra. Svasti. Ye dhamma hetuprabhava 
hetum.... Tathagatovadat ( tesam) ca yo nirodha evam vadi 
mahasramanah." The script of this inscription belongs to the 
9th century and the language is Sanskrit. This image is 
important as in this image we find Buddha in different mudras. 
We know about a few mudras of Buddha and the present image 
represents most of them. In abhayamudra hands with the 
fingers raised upward is turned to its front. The main image 
seems to have been in Abhaya mudra but as both the hands 
are broken it is difficult to say anything with certainty. An image 
of Avalokitegvara, Camunda devi, dancing Ganesa, Surya, 
Revanta, Pingala in door frame, Makaramukha and bull have 
also been found here. An image of Buddha, dated in 10th century 
and a Buddha panel of 9th century have been found here, too. 
Fragment of a votive stiipa dated in 10th century has been found 
from this place. An inscribed image of Uma-Mahesvara has 
also been found here. 

Bisa Sagar- This is a large and unidentified stupa mound 
like Kesaria between Pipra Chank and the modern village 
Kesaria in East Champaran district.” 

Budhiyagarhi- This site is situated under Singheshvar 
P.S. in Madhepura district. A Bauddha Matha was established 
here by Pala King. 1” 

Chechar- This site is situated in Vaishali district on the 
left bank of river Ganga. On the basis of the archaeological 
oe it mate said that there was an ancient city in the 
b A hechar. he Antiguities related to the Buddha Wa 

een preserved in the local museum. Ananda stiipa was situate 
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rê. Ananda spent his last dayd here.! Se 
plack stone and sandstone, including some po of 
e placed ja वि village temple. It was an Ka NGA पन 
complex having a stupa, a temple and a monastery ice st 
of the Buddha in bhumisparsamudra and an inscribed image 
of Buddha In bhumisparsamudra in blackstone are k na ey 
village temple. e kept in the 

Chougama- The pieces of Buddhi 

ist art i 

in course of a trial excavation carried on in the haus पास कप 
unde r Benipur block in Darbhanga district. The site is full of 
ancient mounds. The excavation has brought to light the 
existence of a beautiful complete structure of a temple, perhaps 
Wy pa ee of temple architecture in Mithila 106 The 
emple contains an image of Varaha, and is a definite indicati 
of Buddhist art in black stone of the post Gupta period" 339 
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za vs 
MBE ators a Ast 0 ३ in Vaishali district. 
ka me sculpture of Tara with a Nilotpala and two votive 
ipa depicted on the stele. An inscription in Mithilaksara is 
also found on the stele. (Fig. 14) l 
YA Dolakha (Nepal) — An image of Buddha dated in 15- 
<i century has been discovered from this place. An image of 
ais kept here. '?? 
i Girodih— Remains of a Buddh 
overed from Girodih in Purnea distric 
stat Hanti- This kira is situated near 
i lon (26.1438 N 86.2846 E). An imag 
riod is here.!!! 
ieee This site is situated n 
century strict. An image of Goddess Ta 
ound y with an inscription (ye dharma hetuprab 
in 1967 which is preserved in Patna Museum. . e 
a Ba Jalasima — This site is situated in Saharsa district. ere 
uddha vihāra was established by the Pala king. 


Jamuthari- The village 18 situated under Jhanjharp 
“In Madhubani district. A miniature bronze image © e 


ist Stapa have been 
,110 

Madhubani Railway 
e of Buddha of Pala 


ear Baruara village in 
ra of c. 10th to 11th 


hava) has been 
112 
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Buddha has been found in the village.“ A Sivalinga has also 
been found here. This center was also a religious site for 
Buddhists and Shaivites. 

_ Jarahatiya — A few years back, big image of the Dhyanij 
Buddha datable in 8th century A.D. was unearthed in a field to 
the west of the tank, which is placed in front of Lakshmishwar 
Museum in Darbhanga, said to have been dug by order of 
Maharaja Bhairava Singh of the Oinavara dynasty of Mithila 
in village Jarahatiya under Pandaul block in Madhubani 
district. The image bears an inscription on the pedestal, but 
it is too blurred to be deciphered. The head of that image (Fig. 
29) has been found in September 2014. 776 Maithila scholars 
believed that it was an important Buddhist site in ancient 
times.”” 

Jayamangala Gadha- This archaeological site is in 
Begusarai district. Buddhist antiguities have also been found 
here (25°35 30"N, 86°94'10"E). A temple of Goddess Jaya- 
mangala is also here.1® 

Kapileshvarasthan-— This site is situated on Darbhanga- 
Jayanagar road in Madhubani district. An image of Lokesvara 
was found near a sacred Siva temple called 
Kapileshvarasthan.!i® 

Kesariya- There is large Buddhist stiipa at Kesariya in 
the district East Champaran. According to Hiuentsiang, this 
stipa was situated about 33.5 km north-west to Vaishali.” 
Cunningham identified it as Kesariya, an important archaeo- 
logical site. The period.of this monument is probably betwee? 
200 AD and 700 AD.!22 

Kolhua- This site is located under Vaishali district. An 
Asokan pillar, a brick stūpa with inscription, remains 0 
Kutagarasala and an unique latrine pan of Kusana period hav? 
been found in Kolhua. ; 

Kopagarh — This site is situated under Kewati block र 
Darbhanga district. Dr. Satyendra Kumar Jha discovered de 
an NBP site. There was an important city in Buddhist yi 

Kusi- This site is situated under Kanti P-P ne 
Muzaffarpur district. This is an important archeological 8 


Scanned by CamScanner 


=] 


Topography of Mithila Based on... 193 
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ntified as Nirvana place of Lord Buddha by some 


„hich is ide 
schol panaur- This site is situated in Madhubani district. 
image of Buddha, dated 10 century, is found in the village.” 
+. Nandangarh- This site is famous for the pillar 
ka and situated about 25 km northwest to Betia town. A 
r of antiquities have been found in excavation.” There 
d called as Bauddha stiipa. Hiuentsiang also visited 
the pillar and mentioned it as Asokan pillar.’ This site was 
reserved for the funeral in the vedic and Buddhist periods.” 

Lauriya Areraj— This site is situated about 32 km 
northwest from Kesariya.. A long stone pillar is standing at 
about 2 km southwest from the village. An inscription was 
inscribed by Asoka on that pillar.” Alara Kalama Āśrama is 
situated in the village where Buddha stayed for ten days and 
tried to learn philosophical thoughts. 

Mahendri— It lies between Balan and Bainti rivers. Its 
area covers about.two bighas of land. A full size face of Buddha, 
Caturmukhi Siva, flying Gandharva, various other broken 
pieces of images and other antiquities of black stone has been 
found here. !2! 

Maheshpur- This site 15 situated under Pipra block in 
Saharsa district. An image of Buddha in bhumisparsa mudra 
was found in the wvillage.!?? 

~ Mahishi- This old village is situated under Saharsa 
et This was the birth place of famous philosopher 
BES Miśra. Ugratārā sthana is a famous tirth sthal for 
im hists and Hindus. Ugratara is a Buddhist deity. Other 
‘a i i rtant images of Lord Buddha have been found here datable 
eventh and twelfth century A.D." 

Sata bad This site is situated under 
tition ee district. A broken image of pe in 
parsamudra has been found in the village." (Fig. 30). 

arddh angrauni- A beautiful image of Tārā seated in 

“paryankamudra has been discovered from the village 


Man b- 
Mage runt (26.3525 N 86.0667 E), about 2 M from 
of 


hegi 1.15 A votive stūpa has been shown in the Prabhāvalī 
ety, Two female attendents are shown standing on either 


080 
10116 
isa moun 
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side of the Goddess. The effigy of the image of Buddha has been 
shown on the appex of the Prabhavali. It is datable to the lith 
century A.D. An image of Trailokyavijaya, a Vajrayāna 
Buddhist diety is found in the village (18.5x10.5 cm.) 

Manpaur (Madhubani district) - The village is under 
Benipatti P.S. and is located at 26.33 N latitude and 86.07 ए 
longitude. An image of Buddha in bhimispargamudra with an 
inscription yenadharmadatta koeri, dated 11th century A.D. 
has been found here.! We get references of a vegetable 
cultivator, named Dharmadatta of koeri caste, whe donated 
this image of the Buddha to be enshrined in a temple.137 

Mathahi-Pithahi— This site is situated in Madhepura 
district. This is known as Bauddha Matha. An ancient mound 
is noticed here. 

Miran Khan- (Kewati block Darbhanga) A Buddhist 
stupa was noticed by Dr. Satyendra Kr. Jha at this place. 

Naulagadha- This archaeological site is situated about 
25 km north of Begusarai and lies at 25° 33' N latitude and 
86°4'E longitude. Buddhist antiquities have been found here 
also. 

Pandaul- A red stone life image of the Buddha weighing 
about 11 guintel belonging to the Gupta period, was discovered 
in a village near Pandaul in Madhubani district. 

Pandavasthana-— This site is situated under. 
Dalsingsarai block in Samastipur district and lies between 
È N and 85°4751"E. Dr. P.N. Mehta found copper coins, 
potteries and stone bead here. Kashi Prasad Jaiswal Research 
Institute Patna has excavated this site. On the basis of its 
findings, it is said that there was a Buddhist city name 
Bhaddiya in ancient period.1” 

Pastan-Navtoli- This village is situated under Andhra 
Tharhi P.S. in Madhubani district. There was a brick stūp? 
(Fig. 32) related to Buddhism here in early medieval peri?” 
Many sculptures have been found there. F 

Rajnagar — An image of Buddha is kept in the famou 
Kali Mandira of Raj campus. 
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Rajvara- This is situated under Barouni block in 
pegusaral district. An image of Buddhist deity (54 cm x 45.4 
cm) made of black stone is Preserved here. This four armed 
broken image 18 called as Marici, a Buddhist Devi.“ 

Rampurava — This site is famous for the Agokan pillar.’ 
There was a Buddhist site in ancient period. 

Sagardiha — This site is situated in East Champaran 
district. Remains of a fort, Pound and a Bauddha stupa has 
been found here.'*’ 

Sahugarh — This site is situated in Madhepura district 
and ruins of a Bauddha Stipa is here. "48 

Sakaligarh— This archaeological site is situated under 
Banmankhi P.S. in Purnea district. A brick stūpa has been discovered 
in Sakaligarh. Mauryan and Sunga antiquities are found here. 
A pillar like ASokan pillar has also been found here. It is said 
that Asoka established his pillar on this Buddhist site. A golden 
coin of Kusana period has also been found here." 

Salempur- This site is situated in Vaishali district. 
Fragments of an Agokan Pillar were once found in this village 
o Vaishali-Lalganj road. This is identified with the site of 
Ananda’s Stiipa.!50 
Samho — This is situated in Begusarai district. It is 
ed at 24.2127 E and 80.5303 N. An image of Buddha in 

me stone with an inscription is preserved in the village 

ambo, It is now worshipped by the local people. 

Sanghaul- It is situated two and a half km west of 

pyar town. The mound is 1-3 meters in height. Prof. R.K. 

$ ban; collected some broken pieces of icons of black stone, 

Bh a Which is of Buddhist deities. The image of Buddha is ie 

in 3 ‘SP arsamudra and he is sitting on m7 aa व 

this eee 1s also in the image. According to eae A 

Struct rd is Virupa’ and written during 800 AD- d WAA 153 

© of votive stūpa and vihara have also been found he atti 

| doek; “caitha- This famous site is situated under किक of 
| 'm Madhubani district. It is famous as the birthpla 
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Kalidasa and a temple of Goddess Cl An image of 
Lord Buddha is kept in this temple (Fig. No. 31) 
Ulava- This site is about 2 km. south from Sanghaul. 
Buddhist sculptures have been found in the village Ulava 
i 154 
gk tee This site is situated in Saharsa district, A 
Bauddha Matha was established here by Pala King.’ 

Besides above mentioned Buddhist places, remains have 
also been found from different places of this region which are 
kept in the Lakshmishwar museum of Darbhanga, Begusarai 
museum, Andhra Tharhi museum and different archaeological 
departments. Chandradhari Museum, Darbhanga also 
preserves certain Buddhist deities. 

A stone image of Goddess Tara surrounded by five Dhyani 
Buddhas, preserved in the Chandradhari Museum, Darbhanga 
is made of black basalt stone with unique face. Tara is sitting 
in the Varadamudra on a double pedestal. Decorated prabhavali 
of the deity bears an inscription. According to Motichand, the 
image is of 10th century AD. An image of sitting Tara made 
of bronze has presently been housed in Chandradhari museum. 
An image of Buddha in bhiimisparsamudra on a double lotus 
pedestal with an inscription in Mithilaksara has been preserved 
in the museum. It is datable back to the 8th-12th century A.D.” 

__ More over, numerous Buddhist shrines and temples in 
Mithila are lying buried under the deep water of the Kosi, 
Kamala, Bagamati and Gandak rivers. Numerous valuable 
objects of Buddhist antiquities in the Kosi region have been 
practically washed away by the Kosi’s flood of which we have 
unfortunately no traces left now. 
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